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guidance and advice when prior to the meeting SHPD is able to provide them with specific 
matters on which the Councils will likely need legal  advice. 
 
Every allegation of burial disturbance reported to SHPD is investigated by SHPD staff.  When 
SHPD staff feel their observations warrant, allegations are forwarded to the Department’s 
Division of Conservation and Resources Enforcement (DOCARE) for investigation, as well as 
the Deputy AG’s for advice.  When the result of the DOCARE investigation appears to support 
it, the decision to pursue civil and criminal charges is made by SHPD in consultation with the 
AG’s. 
 
SHPD has a burial sites inventory.  That inventory includes all burials identified during 
archaeological inventories and surveys, identified by descendants, and those inadvertently 
discovered.  SHPD does not have the resources to carry on an active survey to identify burial 
sites throughout the state.  In addition, there is a cultural belief and practice in a large segment of 
the native Hawaiian community that burials should not be identified, even though it may put the 
burial at risk of harm.  This belief makes it difficult, and perhaps not entirely appropriate, for 
SHPD to implement a systematic survey effort, even if it had the resources to do so. 
 
In closing, the Department believes that the proposed BSWG may bring clarity as to what the 
real issues are and propose solutions, whether it will be an increase in resources for SHPD, to 
amend statutes, or to recommend amendments to administrative rules. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these resolutions.  
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Comments:  

I am available for questions.  Please allow me Zoom access.  Thank you 

 









to that discussion, as a result, this would be a terrible waste of important state 
resources.  
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Comments:  

I strongly support SR 171 in an effort towards ensuring greater support towards the 
burial sites program and all those whom engage this process.  A comprehensive review 
of possible options towards this goal must be had in order to ensure greater respect, 
honor, and dignity afforded to malama iwi kupuna in Hawaii.  Mahalo for your 
consideration.  Please vote to support SR 171. Aloha. 
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